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“We ' didn't know—we didn't knéw" is the
phintive Republican cry as their one-time friends
launch & war in tite ¥iddle East that may have
world-#haking conseguenlted i

But this weak excuse is in itself one of the
strongest indictments against the State Depart-
nrent end the dnrectxon of national affairs in the
White House.

country is not knmown but it is not impressive
in some Washington circles, and it is shocking
to such-a well informed wrifer as Mr. Marquis
Childe, who makes it his business to keep up
with foreign affairs. That columnist goes far
towards indorsing Mr. Adlai Stevenson’s charge
that the American public has been deceived and
bamboozled in this natance, as in many others.

creasingly visible in its stark and unrelieved

| nakedness, is all the more shocking against the
background of persistent optimism that has come”

from everyone in the administration in recent
months,” Mr. Childs writes in the, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, of which he is a Washxngton corre-
spondent. 2

“Part of this may be put down to what Wen-
dell Willkie once dimissed as ‘campaign ora-
tory’,” he continued, “but it is more than that
since it involves, in’at least one major instance,
at the onset of the crisis over the Suez canal,
"what must seem in the light of subsequent events
a deliberate effort to conceal the facts from the
Amerigan public.”
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This deceit, it is revealed, lay in the adminis-

straining the British and French from military
action in seizing the canal, when it was known
te many that our allies were still committed to
this course,

tration actually believed that its words had been
instrumental in preventing military action, Mr,
‘Childs adds, “but it is incredible that American
intelligence in all its costly ramifications—dip-

i tary——did not know F"fapidly be-
came an openly talked about, but never pub-
Vished, national scandal.”
That Britain and France, instead of being
\ ayed by our State Department, were merely
ding their time is now confessed in Paris, The
aggression had been planned-for weeks, and only

|'th question of timing remained to be decided.
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Just how much weight it carries around the |

“The disaster to Ameriéin foreign policy, in- |+

tration’s claim to have been successful in re-|{

It is charitable to assume that the adminis- |

lomatic, Central Intelligence Agency and mili- |

Lofdon, on the one hand, and the United States,
| wasg} ever widening. Some Freﬂch officials said
thattWashington bore a great rosponsxb:lnty since
it h&d made French leaders look ridiculous by
prevénting their making good promises they had
+made to th® National Assembly in August when
the Suez crisis began. Britain was no less dis-
couraged and disillusioned in its dealings with
the yndependable American spokesmen.

“At is believed that the original project was
jto flefer the occupation until after the United
{ Stgtes election, but that events were precipi-
tated when Hungary, by giving Moscow some-
thing new to worry about, hastened Isra mili-
tary action,” writes Mr. Harold c;ﬁ;ﬁ?’m a
Jdispatch from Paris to the New York Times.
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. These are things the American people did
not know while President Eisenhower was tour-
ing the South and painting a bright picture of
Western Europe moving towards greater co-
pperation with the prospect that Britain and
France would join in a customs union with
Furope and thereby speed the economic growth
of that area.

f Yet it is incredible, as Mr. Childs declares,
‘that no one in administration circles was aware
of the impending danger about which American

citizens and voters were entitled to know.

Technically, it may be true that the adminis-
tration did not know about the British-French

news dispatches. But if our supposedly ef-
ficient intelligence agencies of the State De-
partment, CIA and Army, fully agreed with Mr,
Eisenhower that a great crisis in the Middle

cleaning there cannot start too soon.
That there hal been a false posture of op-

\ representatxon is mounting. Talking sense to the
peqple has never been an administration strong
point, but that failure is far less rcprehensxble
than blinding the people’s eyes and muffling
[ their ears in the face of impending danger.

it is impossible, as Mr. Childs declares, to be-
{lieve it did not—the Eisenhower administration
has ‘been guilty of far more than weakness and

Hiding one’s head in the sand and hoping for

If American intelligence knew the truth—and "

ineptitude. It has not kept faith with the many|
‘who have reposed in it such confidence and trust. |

tThe diplomatic breach between Paris and |

ultimatum of last Monday until confronted with |

East had been safely passed, a general house

4 timism in 'egard 3 the l.ldc.’ue Eastern situation}
{ is all too plain, and the evidence of sheer mis-}.

e best is deadly defeatxsm—not leadershlp
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